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OUR   
MUSEUMS’ 

POSTER



A    m a p o f    t h e    i s l a n d    o f    P o r o s



An   aerial   view   of   Sferia volcanic  islet



The artistic sign on Poros waterfront
for the Hatzopoulios Public Library & the Shell Museum,

painted by the Poriot artist Christos Papadopoulos



The older school of 1830, on the foundations of which arose
the current Public Library in 1994.



The  benefactors of  the  building :

Αlekos &  Κatina Hatzopoulos



The donors of the Exhibition : George &  Helga Κanellakis



The creators scientists

George Theodorou Εvi Bardala
Associate Professor Dr. of Sea Biology
of Paleontology at the Athens Natural 

at the National Athens History Museum
University                           Goulandris



The  working  team  of  the  Museum :



The donor guides ...



Structure of the Collection:

To be composed of 16 unities :

• 5 unities at the entrance of the building

for Geology, Paleontology

and  Volcanology.

• 11 unities in the main room for Sea Biology

This room has honorably the name 

of the donators. 



... to present the main objectives:

a. From Geology : Τhe Earth Crust shaping, 
mainly where Hellenism grew.

b.  From Paleontology : Τhe precious fossils 
which come from pre-historic periods.

c. From Volcanology : Τhe volcanic arc of South Aegean,
where Poros island is found.

d. From Archaeology, History and Art : Τhe finds
of the Ancient Greek hydro-biological wealth.

& e. From Hydro-Biology : Α large range of shells, which come       
from the global sea wealth, but in particular from Troizinia.



Table 1 :    

SHELLS   &  THE  SEA – A  WORLD  WITHOUT  BORDERS



Table 2 :  

The  history  of  the  Oceans  &  the Continents – A game between Land  & Sea 



Table 2:

The game between the Land and the Sea

The geological plaques of the continents 

and their movements during the centuries



Table 2 :    

The  Mediterranean  Sea  during  the  Miocene

15 millions of years ago



Case 1 :

A  reddish rock  over  3,2 billions  of  years

About  the  end of  Azoic  Era



Case 2 : Shell fossils  over  5  millions  of  years  ago



Case 2: Plant  &  animal  fossils



Case 2 : F o s s i l s

Trilobites : Sea beings of Paleozoic Era, 500 millions of years ago.

To be considered the ancestors of squids nowadays.



Table 3 : Browsing the  fossil  book



Case 3 : F o s s i I s



Case 3 : Fossils of Miocene &  Pliocene  Era in Αrgolis



Rock with  lithofagus ( Detail  of  case 3 )



Lithofagus in  a rock (Detail  of  case 3)



Lithofagus in  a rock (Detail  of  case 3)



Table 4 :

Points  in  the  geological  history  of  Poros island



Case 4 :

About the geological history of Poros island

Fossils  of    A m m o n i t e s

the ancestors of the shell nautilus

The mounts all over Poros island 

have many fossils of Ammonites



Case 4 : Other  Fossilized  shells



Table 5 :    

Volcanic activity  in  the   Aegean  Sea  and  around  Poros island



The volcanic arc of the South Aegean, as formed in the Plistocene period:

Sousaki, Μethana, Poros, Melos, Santorini, Νisyros.



Old-geographic evolution of Greek Territory. 

Greece during the Miocene Era



Old-geographic evolution of Greek Territory. 

Greece in the Pliocene Era



Old-geographic evolution of the Greek Territory. 

Greece in Pleistocene Era



Case 5 : Volcanic rocks from  well-known  volcanoes



Case  5 : Andesitis rock, from  Sferia islet  of  Poros



The  Shell  and  its  history



Table 6 : The  Shell  in  Ancient  times



Argonaut  shell

in vases

of Minoan Palace

of  Zacros, 

eastern  Crete



Case 6 : This shell inspired the Greek Ionic style



Case 6 :   Purple shells,  ancient  ornaments



Case 6 : Αmphoras – Jewels inspired by shells



Table 7 : The  shell  in  Art



Case 7 :   Pearls  and  Jewelry



Case 7 :   Works  of  Art with  shells



Case 7 :    Jewels with shells.  Cameos from  Naples  Italy



Table 8 :    Classification  of  shells



Aristotle,   the ancient Greek philosopher 

first classified and named shells in his book:  

‘‘Histories about the Animals’’



Two distinctive shells of our collection :

Nautilus & Argonaut



Nautilus, a distant descendant of the Ammonite,
going extinct today, lives only in Palau islands sea area, 

southwest of Philippines

It is the unique sea animal, in 
vertical movement, by putting 
water in the small tanks of its 
spiral screw shell.
The Principle of Submarine Diving 
based on it.



Case 8 :   Classification.  Gastropods,  Scafopods e.t.c.



Table 9 :  

Life  in  rocks  and  sand



Case 9 :    Shells from around our island
The sensitive collector gathered only dead shells



Case 9 :    Shells from the sea beds around our island
The sensitive collector gathered only dead shells



Now a rare find, perhaps unique, for a shell collection:
This ‘’collar’’, created from sand, by the Natica creature

to lay its eggs

Found by the donor on a sandy beach The Natica shell
on Naxos island in March 2011.



Table 10 :    The sea grasslands



Case 10 :    Pinna, a  peculiar  shell  living  in  the sea grasslands



Case 10 :    Other  shells  living  in  grasslands



Our  Museum  Bookcase 



Significant  books  for  shells



Ocean  unusual shells

A counter-clockwise  
developed Gastropod

An ocean
giant tridacna



Table 11 :    Shells  in  Gastropods



Case 11 :    Unusual beautiful  Gastropods



Case 11 :      A  shell hosting other  gastropods



Case 11 : A  shell  resembling  a   fishbone



Case 11 :    Unusual beautiful  Gastropods



Case 11 :    Gastropods  from all  over  the  world,  

some  of  them  poisonous
living  in  the  Great  Eastern  Australian  Barrier  Reef 



Table 12 : The  shell in  Dithers



Case  12 :    Unusual  fascinating  Dithers



Case 12 :    Other  multicolored  Dithers



Case 12 :

Several tooth types of Dithers
(how Dithers open and close their shells)



Table 13 :   

Sea,  lakes,  rivers,  sun and life



Case 13 :    Ecosystems in the Sea and  on Land



Case 13 :   Life  in  rocks  &  sand



Case 13 :   

Shells  in  lakes  and  rivers. Snails on land



Table 14 :  

A  beautiful  and  sensitive  world



Case 14 : Protect,  do not  contaminate

our  beautiful  and  sensitive  sea  environment 



Pictures  from  our  world



Sea  bed in  the  eastern  bay  of  Poros photo:  Ch. Vratitch



Sea  bed in  the  port  of  Poros photo:  Ch. Vratitch



Sea  flora photo:  Ch. Vratitch



A  sea  grassland  with  seaweed photo:  Ch. Vratitch



Life  at  the  bottom of the sea           photo:  Ch. Vratitch



Life  in  the  deep                      photo:  Ch. Vratitch



Sea  grasslands photo:  Ch. Vratitch



In  the  infinite blue photo:  Ch. Vratitch



Τhe cephalopod octopus photo:  Ch. Vratitch



Sea  activity photo:  Ch. Vratitch



The info brochure has not only our Museum history
but also our biologist guide in 6 languages: 

Greek, English, French, German, Italian and Russian.



There  are  also  video  documentaries



In the volumes of our visitor book
during 16 years of Museum operation have been 

written significant visitor comments.
Now, your own comments are also respected. 



Poros Municipality - Shells  Museum

P r o t e c t t h e e n v i r o n m e n t



Municipality of  Poros

Protect the Environment

Thank you for your attention.
Would you like to write your impressions
in our visitors’ book at the entrance ?


